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· Club excess equipment sale  on page 10 

· Arbor Day layout 
volunteers on page 7 
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The Rancid River Review 
Content printed and controlled by the Robber Barons of the 

Purgatory and Rancid River Railroad 

Date line: Somewhere just short of 1900 

1870, John D. Rockefeller organizes the Stan-
dard Oil Company to monopolize the industry 
and Tammany, “Boss” Tweed is accused of 
robbing the New York City treasury. 

The Purgatory and Rancid River Railroad was 
conceived in the late 20th century.  Investments 
were started at the East Coast Large Scale RR 
Convention in 2000, with the purchase of the 
Aristo/Delton C16. The name was developed 
because the C16 came with the letters PRR on 
the side and (at the time, not knowing how to 
properly remove them) the name of two towns 
one in the East (Purgatory) and one in the West 
(Rancid River) were put together.  Notice they 
are arranged geographically in the layout.  
After reviewing the pros & cons of power and 
not having land to establish the line, the deci-
sion was made to go to a battery system, to 
accommodate the lazy track maintenance crew 
that is employed and situations that may arise 
in the future.  In 1886 the Statue of Liberty was 
erected on Bedloe’s Island. 

In 1886 The American Federation of Labor 
was founded and the railroad investors wanted 
to carry passengers to the new west and also 
engage any industry that they could accommo-
date along the way.  U.S. Congress creates the 
Interstate Commerce Commission to regulate 
railroads, February of 1887. 

A passenger car, combine and various rolling 
stock were acquired over the next several 
years.  Cattle, logging, freight and supplies to 
support the Army in the west travel the line to 
transfer points in either town. Passengers are 
mainly people looking for jobs, a new start, 
drifters or nefarious clouts looking to make 
their way in towns like Rancid River. In 1882 
Thomas Edison switched on electric lights in 
New York Central Station 

The call numbers to each car indicate numeri-
cally in what order it was transferred to the 
holdings of the railroad and then the year.  
Thus the C16 known as old number 10 was the 
first unit in the year 2000. Upgrades to most 
the rolling stock include naming, numbering, 
ball bearing wheel sets and Kadee couplers.  In 
1882 Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn” is 
published. 

The primary landowner controlling the right of 
way requested one line with two loops of mini-
mum radius (the C16 can handle a 5’-0”), to 
use the least amount of property to the south 
and nixed a continuous dog bone system.  The 
first track was laid and operational by the 
spring of 2005, after roofing the Headquarters 
building (house) and car barn (garage).  1872 
Yellowstone National Park is reserved for the 
people of the United States, while Republicans 
are accused of receiving stock of Credit Mobil-
ier in exchange for political influence that will 
benefit the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Some Easterners Gordon and Susan donated a 
lot of fill from their property and former Tex-
ans Butch and Sharlie gave the railroad all the 
slate rock in the back round around the lay out, 
while good friend Matt moved lots of dirt to 
make way for track laying.  1877, July 14th-20th 
general strikes and riots halt train movements 
but by October the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
the Standard Oil Company sign contracts to 
strengthen the transportation-oil monopoly. In 
December Edison invents the phonograph. 

In 1883 Telephone lines were completed from 
NYC to Chicago and R. L. Stevenson’s 
“Treasure Island” is published.  In 2005 the 
principal owners traveled to their first National 
Convention. Inspired the President of the Com-
pany ripped out the front fascia of the main 
line and declared that a secondary scenic route 

was to be put in with the dry gulch of the Ran-
cid River, which may run in the future after the 
strip mining is ended on the reservation (and 
electricity is run for a pump).  Thus the double 
switches! 

The towns grew in each area as the population 
grew, with the transportation. To the north 
Purgatory has the freight yard and warehouses, 
for transfer of materials, and the town is to the 
south where a small urban lifestyle exists, with 
a fixation for the new motorcar.  The freight 
line runs thru the Midwest, Great Plains, over 
the Rancid River (where rumors persist of 
gold) and thru Vulture Peak home of the 
Blackfoot Indians. 1873, Jules Verne’s 
“Around the World in Eighty Days” goes to 
press.  

In 1882 Jesse James was shot dead in St. Joe, 
Missouri and Rancid River is a town, with 
corrupt law, a hotel and saloon that are run by 
the “ladies” Ginger Snap and Gale Storm.  All 
things abound in these establishments.  The 
girls, piano player and faro dealers always 
await the arrival of the passenger train.  The 
stage line services the outlying areas.  Doc’s 
Blacksmith has some hidden secrets, while the 
Sunshine twins are always in trouble with the 
law.  Nell, pursued by Duke, is looking to re-
turn east to a gentler life style. The remnants of 
the 7th Calvary massacred peaceful Indians at 
Wounded Knee in 1890, while Nellie Bly wins 
the race around the world in just under 73 
days.  
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Advertising Policy 
Advertisement shall in no way be construed as an en dorsement of any product, manufacturer, product or reseller 
by The Long Island Garden Railway Society.  Commerc ial Ads or Ads from Non-members for large scale or 
garden railway products are at a rate of $35.00/ fu ll page, or $20.00/half page/issue and basically re imburses The 
club Treasury for postage expense.  Artwork is The responsibility of The advertiser.  Ads From Members  for 
large scale or garden railway items are accepted at  no charge and will run once. Ads may be repeated a t The 
advertisers request, space permitting.  Ads should be submitted by e-mail to the editor. The deadline for ads will 
be The meeting prior to the next issue. 
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